
Achievement Awards in Writing Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordina-
tors.  
 
Achievement Awards Advisory Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the 
NCTE Achievement Awards, including the following issues: development of a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large non-white populations; revision of the structure of the award to 
mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration and development of 
diversified awards: that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that recognize multi-modal 
composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process of writing, instead of 
the exclusive focus on the final draft; and consideration of revising the Achievement Awards procedure, to eliminate 
the test-like, single-draft, timed essay as part of the award criteria, since recent developments in high-stakes 
assessment already privilege those who write quickly; and to consider and make recommendations for ways that 
your work might interface with NCTE’s National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators:  To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Achievement Awards 
program; review judging procedures; recommend judges; recommend ways of publicizing the program; investigate 
ways of aiding the winners; and give suggestions for the impromptu theme topic. 
 
For information on the Achievement Awards in Writing Program for 11th grade students, click here. 
 
2015 Activities 
 
The AAW Advisory Committee again worked this year to improve promotion of the contest in response to our charge 
from the Executive Council.  We worked with NCTE staff to provide more publicity for the contest through NCTE’s 
social media presence. 
 
Participation in 2015 included 650 juniors, down from 796 students in 2014.  In 2015, 141 students were commended 
with Certificates of Superior Writing. 
 
At the Washington DC convention in November 2014, the committee presented and discussed possible new prompts 
for the revised writing piece.  After several follow-up emails and a conference call, the 2016 prompt was submitted 
to NCTE.      
 
We recruited four new members to the committee, who will begin their terms at the 2015 annual convention: Tracey 
Coleman, Kate Hoffman, Joann Martin, and Renee Rude. 
 
The co-chairs, whose term is ending, solicited interest in taking over the leadership of the committee and made 
recommendations to the NCTE leadership.  Anne Weir and Dana Maloney were selected and will assume the 
leadership of the committee after the November 2015 annual convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
During the late summer and early fall of 2015, the committee began brainstorming possible prompts for next year’s 
contest. These will be finalized at the annual convention. 
 
Because of worries about the level of participation and the low number of students selected as AAW winners this 
year (in 2015 only 650 juniors were nominated and 141 were given Certificates of Superior Writing), the committee 
composed a letter to the NCTE President Ernest Morell (our committee liaison) during the summer of 2015, 
requesting changes to the format of the contest to help make it more welcoming to students and increase 
participation.  These changes include: 1) a return to the state coordinator model for recruitment of judges and 
promotion of the contest, 2.)a return to an impromptu writing rather than a revised piece to eliminate coaching by 
teachers to make the contest more equitable, and 3)a three-tier award structure to recognize more students. We 
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just received notification from Barbara Cambridge, Interim Executive Director that NCTE would proceed with current 
practices this year while reviewing possible changes for next year. 
 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The work of our group relates to initiative number one in that our contest promotes and rewards excellence in 
student writing, giving students a chance to showcase their learning and skills, and receiving recognition of their 
achievements.  The AAW contest reflects the goal of initiative 3 by providing students with the ability to select their 
best writing for their contest entries as well as providing time for students to revise their work and follow the steps 
of the writing process in their response to the writing prompt, making this a more authentic writing task than the 
previous incarnation, a timed essay. The AAW contest does not relate to initiatives 2 or 4. 
 
Jennifer Beach and Tom Beach, Co-Chairs 
 
  



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues in Academic Studies Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: To develop plans to assist teachers in making schools, colleges, and universities safe and welcoming places 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender nonconforming, intersex, queer, and questioning people, and their 
allies to initiate and sustain conversation about the relevance of gendered, sexual, and affectional identities to 
reading and writing lives, to teaching lives, and to the well-being of students; to promote inquiry into issues of 
sexuality and gender identity and expression in the teaching of literacy and literature; to encourage proposals for 
presentation of such inquiry through public meetings such as the NCTE Annual Convention; to support individuals in 
the production of publishable written reports of such inquiry; and to select excellent proposals for inclusion in the 
Annual Convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
Actions/Initiatives 
 

1. Committee members proposed, solicited proposals, and promoted sessions at the 2014 conference that 
address the committee’s charge. Toby Emert and Craig Young had attended the selection workshop in 
Washington, DC, in March, 2014, to assist with the process of evaluating and selecting conference sessions.  
In 2015, Toby Emert and Tiffany Rehbein attended the workshop to assist with organizing sessions that 
specifically address issues related to the Committee’s charge.  
 

2. At the annual meeting, the Committee renewed its commitment to growing the number of conference 
proposals submitted each year, with the goal of seeing even more sessions included in the program that 
address LGBT issues in education. Members also discussed the need to work with conference planners to 
create a “featured” speaker/presentation that specifically addresses LGBT issues; this has been a goal of 
the Committee for several years.   
 
Specifically because part of the charge of the Committee is to assist teachers creating safe and welcoming 
learning spaces, the Committee has worked for the past several years to partner with the Gay, Lesbian, 
Straight Education Network (GLSEN) to offer a conference session that explores the findings of the survey 
they regularly conduct to explore school climates. This practice will continue with the 2015 conference in 
Minneapolis.  
 

3. Because it seems, from a review of conference sessions, that sessions highlighting young adult novels that 
include queer characters are becoming more numerous, the Committee agreed to focus its attention on 
promoting other LGBT topics, in an effort to attract a more varied offering of sessions that feature LGBT 
concerns. 
 

4. At the 2014 conference, the Committee partnered with the GSEA to host a book signing at the exhibit hall 
table with young adult authors Julia Watts and Bill Konigsberg, both of whom were featured in a sponsored 
presentation. 

 
5. The Committee has an interest in studying the history of inclusion of LGBT issues in NCTE annual conference 

sessions, and to that end, two members, Toby Emert and Craig Young, are meeting at the 2015 conference 
to create an outline for the research and a plan for conducting the study.  

 
6. The chair invited new members to join the Committee, in an effort to promote the work of the Committee 

among a broader range of constituencies within NCTE. 
 

7. The Committee continues to encourage members and others within the NCTE community who represent 
LGBT identities and issues to run for elected office within the organization.  

 
8. The Committee, in partnership with the GSEA, continues to work to ensure that conference sites include 

easily-identifiable (i.e., clear signage) gender-neutral restrooms. This has been a goal of the Committee for 
several years, and it has seen significant progress each year. 



 
9. The Committee has discussed developing a comprehensive bibliography of publications by NCTE members 

(and others) that relate to its charge. This is an ongoing project. It will be a topic of discussion at the 2015 
conference meeting, with the goal of identifying a lead facilitator who can oversee the process. 

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The aims of the Committee--which address issues of equity broadly, and which speak to the need for inclusive, 
welcoming learning environments especially for students who are often targets—have implications for all facets of 
education. It is imperative that teachers, administrators, and other school personnel, in order to lead effectively in 
a diverse educational culture, learn about, discuss, and support inclusive curricula and promote the values of 
compassion, empathy, and acceptance. The development of sophisticated intercultural understanding is a kind of 
literacy that, though often de-emphasized, is key to succeeding in a pluralistic society.  
 
Toby Emert, Chair 
 
 
  



NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet for the NCTE Award for Excellence 
in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the collection of poetry books of award 
winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to recognize and foster excellence in 
children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry 
through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014? 
 
1) The 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children was selected in November 2014. To 

prepare for this task, the committee members divided into 3 teams and each team researched 2-3 of the 
nominees considering the four criteria for the award:  literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or 
anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to 
children.  Each team submitted a list of each poet’s aggregate work and these lists were shared with the entire 
committee. The committee participated in an email conference to discuss all the poets in terms of the award 
criteria and then voted to determine which nominees met the criteria.  The committee then participated in a 
conference call prior to the November NCTE conference to discuss the finalists and make recommendations for 
the award recipient. At the November conference, the committee finalized their recommendation that Marilyn 
Singer would be the recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children.  The committee chair 
announced the award recipient at the Books for Children luncheon and then sent an email informing Marilyn 
Singer that she would be the recipient of the award.  

 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 

programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. 
From March 2014 – October 2014, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books 
published in 2014.  Almost 70 books were received.  The committee read all the books and rated them prior to 
the convention.  At the committee meeting at NCTE, the members discussed the ratings and selected finalists 
for the 2015 Notable Poetry List.  The committee also decided to have two lists, one devoted to poetry books 
only and one featuring verse novels.  The books selected to the Notable Poetry List were annotated and a brief 
article was published in the April issue of The School Library Journal. The books selected to the Notable Verse 
Novel List were annotated and a brief article was published in the May issue of The New England Reading 
Association Journal.  

 
3) The committee submitted two proposals for presentations for the 2015 NCTE conference in order a) to celebrate 

Marilyn Singer as the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children b) to spotlight the 
2015 Notable Poetry List. 

 
4) The committee participated in a presentation at the 2014 NCTE conference in order to spotlight present the 2014 

Notable Poetry List. The committee chair designed a bookmark to spotlight the 2014 Notable Poetry List and 
the 2014 Verse Novel List. This bookmark was distributed at the conference presentation. 

 
5) Terrell Young and Nancy Hadaway wrote a profile of Marilyn Singer, the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for 

Excellence in Poetry for Children that was submitted to Language Arts. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
1) The committee chair is designing a bookmark to celebrate Marilyn Singer as the recipient of the NCTE Award for 

Excellence in Poetry for Children and another bookmark that features the 2015 Notable Poetry List. These 
bookmarks will be disseminated at the 2015 NCTE conference presentations for Marilyn Singer and for the 
Notable Poetry List.  

 
2) From February 2014 to the present, the committee has begun the process of reviewing poetry published during 

2015 in order to discuss and select the 2015 Notable Poetry List at the 2015 NCTE conference. 
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3) The committee will vote on the 2015 Notable Poetry List and 2015 Verse Novel List at our committee meeting 

at the 2015 NCTE conference.  Once that list is finalized, the committee will annotate the books on each list and 
submit articles to The School Library Journal for the 2015 Notable Poetry List  and to the New England Reading 
Association Journal for the 2015 Notable Verse Novel List.  

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The presentation of the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children as well as the yearly 
Notable Poetry List articles help to inform NCTE members about outstanding children’s poets and recently published 
poetry. The Notable Poetry Lists and the article which features the Notable Poetry List with annotations provide 
excellent professional development resources for educators to stay abreast of current children’s poetry.  
 
Nancy Hadaway, Chair 
 
 
  



Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction in Children’s Literature 
 
Charge: To select the recipient of the annual Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children and up to 
five honor books; to propose a session on nonfiction books for children and plan a session featuring the award winning 
author at NCTE's Annual Convention; and to promote the use of nonfiction children's books in the classroom. 
 
The outgoing and incoming committee chairs are grateful for the continued support by the NCTE Staff members, 
Debbie Zagorski and Linda Walters-Moore. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014?  
 
There have been a number of activities that have occurred since July 1, 2014. The Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding 
Nonfiction Committee read, discussed, and selected the winner, honor books, and recommended books from those 
published in 2013. The reviews of these books appeared in the November 2014 issue of Language Arts and were 
presented during a session at the national conference in National Harbor, Maryland. The authors and illustrators of 
the winner and honor books were also acknowledged during the children’s literature luncheon on Saturday during 
the conference.  Immediately following this luncheon, a panel that included Jen Bryant, Brian Floca, Susan Roth, 
Melissa Sweet, and Cindy Trumbore.  
 
The books presented at the 2014 conference were as follows:   
 
Winner of the 2014 Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction 
A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin by Jen Bryant; illustrated by Melissa Sweet (Knopf) 
 
Honor Books: 
Locomotive by Brian Floca (Atheneum Books for Young Readers)  

The Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos by Deborah Heiligman,  

illustrated by LeUyen Pham (Roaring Brook Press)  

Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909 by Michelle Markel,  

illustrated by Melissa Sweet (Balzer + Bray)  

Parrots Over Puerto Rico by Susan L. Roth and Cindy Trumbore (Lee & Low Books Inc.)  

Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles, America's First Black Paratroopers by Tanya Lee Stone 
(Candlewick Press)  
 
Recommended Books:  
Emancipation Proclamation: Lincoln and the Dawn of Liberty by Tonya Bolden (Abrams Books for Young Readers)  
Becoming Ben Franklin: How a Candle-Maker’s Son Helped Light the Flame of Liberty by Russell Freedman (Holiday 
House)  
 
The Mad Potter: George E. Ohr Eccentric Genius by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan (Roaring Brook Press)  

Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library by Barb Rosenstock, illustrated by John O’Brien (Calkins Creek)  

Eruption! Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives by Elizabeth Rusch, photographs by Tom Uhlman (Houghton 
Mifflin Books for Children)  

Lifetime: The Amazing Numbers in Animal Lives by Lola M. Schaefer, illustrated by Christopher Silas Neal (Chronicle 
Books)  

Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors? The Story of Elizabeth Blackwell by Tanya Lee Stone, illustrated by Marjorie 
Priceman (Henry Holt and Company)  

Scaly, Spotted, Feathered, Frilled: How Do We Know What Dinosaurs Really Looked Like? by Catherine Thimmesh 
(Houghton Mifflin Books for Children) 
 
The selection criteria was applied to all books listed above in order to find the truly outstanding nonfiction books 
published for children during the preceding year.  
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In January 2015, following numerous rounds of online discussions and preliminary voting, the list of books in 
consideration for the awards was reduced to approximately 40 titles. During a lengthy conference call with all 
committee members participating, the winner, honor, and recommended books were selected.  The results were 
provided to Debbie Zagorski and she generated a press release that was posted on the NCTE website. The committee 
members then wrote their book reviews for Language Arts.  
 
Recipients of the 2105 Orbis Pictus Awards were as follows: 
 
2015 Orbis Pictus Award winner 
The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion & the Fall of Imperial Russia by Candace Fleming (Schwartz & Wade) 
 
Honor Books 
A Home for Mr. Emerson by Barbara Kerley, illustrated by Edwin Fotheringham (Scholastic Press)  
Mr. Ferris and His Wheel by Kathryn Gibbs Davis, illustrated by Gilbert Ford (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)   
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus by Jen Bryant, illustrated by Melissa Sweet (Eerdmans Books for Young 
Readers)  
Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh (Abrams Books 
for Young Readers) 
Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries of the Cosmos by Stephanie Roth Sisson (Roaring Brook Press) 
 
Recommended Books 
Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World by Steve Jenkins (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 
Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa’s Fastest Cats by Sy Montgomery, photographs by Nic Bishop (Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt) 
The Girl from the Tar Paper School: Barbara Rose Johns and the Advent of the Civil Rights Movement by Teri 
Kanefield (Abrams Books for Young Readers) 
Little Melba and Her Big Trombone by Katheryn Russell-Brown, illustrated by Frank Morrison (Lee & Low Books)  
Neighborhood Sharks: Hunting with the Great Whites of California’s Farallon Islands by Katherine Roy (David 
Macaulay Studio/Roaring Brook Press) 
The Scraps Book: Notes from a Colorful Life by Lois Ehlert (Beach Lane Books) 
The Streak: How Joe DiMaggio Became America’s Hero by Barb Rosenstock, illustrated by Terry Widener (Calkins 
Creek) 
Strike!: The Farm Workers’ Fight for Their Rights by Larry Dane Brimner (Calkins Creek) 
 
Two committee members, Joyce Herbeck and Ed Sullivan completed their tenure on the committee, but will present 
the 2015 winners during the NCTE conference this year. Two new committee members were added, Scott Riley, a 
teacher in Singapore American School and Mary Ann Cappiello from Lesley University.    
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
Fran Wilson rotated off of the committee and Cyndi Giorgis assumed the role of chair.  
 
The Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction committee continues to strive to bring more attention to the 
award.  During the 2015 NCTE conference in Minneapolis, the Children’s Book Award luncheon, recently revised and 
renamed, will have as its two speakers, Candace Fleming and Ann Martin, authors of the 2015 Orbis Pictus Award 
for Outstanding Nonfiction and the Charlotte Huck Award respectively. This will certainly elevate the awards and 
bring new recognition for them. 
 
Over the past 10 months, the current committee members have been reading, discussing, and reducing the number 
of titles submitted in consideration for the 2016 award. At the 2015 NCTE conference, the committee will select the 
new winner, honor books, and recommended books during a one day intense meeting.  These 2016 award recipients 
will be revealed at the conclusion of the Children’s Book Award luncheon. This will be an exciting event and one that 
is sure to generate a lot of buzz and, hopefully, reading.   
 



Our proposal for an electronic book, A Perfect Partnership: Orbis Pictus Award Winning Books, Instructional 
Strategies, and the Common Core State Standards that was submitted to Kurt Austin in August 2014 has been 
approved and accepted. The three co-authors will include Cyndi Giorgis, Fran Wilson, and Marie LeJeune. This book 
will focus on past and current winners of the Orbis Pictus Award while aligning classroom strategies with the 
Common Core State Standards. We will request current and past committee members to be contributors to this 
book as well. In addition, a request will be submitted to NCTE to have a link to the book reviews published in 
Language Arts posted on the Orbis Pictus website. The projected completion date for the manuscript is December 
2016.  
 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
Orbis Pictus Chair, Cyndi Giorgis, has been invited to speak at a conference in June related to nonfiction and Orbis 
Pictus books.  This is in addition to the presentations at local, state, and national conferences that past and current 
committee members provide in order to recommend high quality nonfiction titles as well as instructional ideas for 
their use in the classroom to teachers, librarians, and parents. The integration of nonfiction into literacy programs 
at all grade levels continues to be a challenge and an issue, especially with the adoption of the English Language Arts 
Common Core Standards by the majority of the states.  The Orbis Pictus Award Committee can support teachers by 
providing guidelines for the selection of quality nonfiction books as well as by providing instructional ideas for using 
nonfiction books in the classroom to address academic standards.  The committee will continue to explore additional 
ways to assist teachers and hopes to do this through some possible future publications. This certainly supports the 
capacity for literacy learning as one of NCTE priorities.  
 
Cyndi Giorgis, Chair 
  



Promising Young Writers Advisory Committee 
 

Charge: The NCTE Promising Young Writers program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordinators. 
Their charges are as follows: 
 
Promising Young Writers Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the NCTE 
Promising Young Writer Awards, including the following issues: to develop a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large nonwhite populations. 
 
To prepare a written set of recommendations for the Executive Committee regarding the following: revision of the 
structure of the award to mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration 
and development of diversified awards: that recognize development of English Language Learners in writing in their 
first language as well as English composition; that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that 
recognize multimodal composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process 
of writing, instead of the exclusive focus on the final draft. 
 
To consider and make recommendations for ways that the work might interface with NCTE's National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Promising Young 
Writers program; to review judging procedures; to recommend judges; to recommend ways to publicize the program; 
to coordinate judging of papers within the state; to help disseminate information about the winners; and to suggest 
topics for the impromptu theme. 
 
For information on the Promising Young Writers Program, click here. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014? 
 

During our convention meeting, the group addressed our ongoing objective: to increase participation in the 
program. In this, we were aided by a visit from Susan Houser, NCTE Vice-president, as well as a subsequent 
conversation with Jean Boreen and Claire Lamonica, heads of the committee for NCTE student affiliates. 
Together, we considered the possibility of publicizing the contest via a video trailer that teachers could use 
in the classroom with students; a competition to design this trailer could be held among the NCTE student 
affiliates.  Although this project did not come to fruition this past year, it is still under discussion.    

 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
   

The most pressing problem concerns the decrease in participation (although participation is now holding 
steady). Possible means of addressing this problem include 
 

 Better publicity for the program via NCTE website and a video teaser for teachers to play in class 

 Connect a celebrity face to the contest 
 

In keeping with this idea, the incoming chair, Dr. Ann Lawrence, is working on developing a video trailer 
using clips in which a famous author, Gordon Korman, endorses the program (Korman is not only a 
recognizable middle-level author, but he first published a novel during middle school as a result of a contest 
held by his English teacher!).   

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
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How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?    
 
The PYW program continues to address the emphasis on (1) capacity building for literacy learning by encouraging 
partnerships among various stakeholders (for example, our current projects involve collaboration with other 
committees (NCTE Student Affiliates) and with a celebrity author in order to improve the way teachers can present 
the program in the classroom via NCTE’s website. This project also appeals to (2) educator leadership at various 
levels by foregrounding the work of teachers (in this case, preservice teachers) and author-educators like Korman. 
PYW remains a means for teachers to encourage students to write for an authentic audience, thus addressing (3) 
authentic assessment. Finally, by soliciting Korman’s help in advocating for the value of middle school writing, the 
PYW program continues to promote NCTE’s programs and positions, in keeping with (4).  
 
Michael Sherry, Chair 
 
 
 


